BUXTED PARISH COUNCIL


	
	Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of 12th July 2016 held at 7.00 pm. in The Reading Room, Church Road, Buxted.


	
	Present: Cllrs. Blandford (Chairman), Rose, Warner, Cox, WDC Cllr Lunn and Clerks Claudine Feltham and Beccy Macklen. 


	
	Public: 4 members of the public were present.
Keith Francis, owner of Hurstglade Farmhouse, spoke of his new application: In 2002 the previous occupants were given planning permission to knock down the house and re build it. However, as the new occupant, Mr Francis decided to utilise what was there and make alterations. Mr Francis gave details of his plans. 
Please note: This application was not received in time for consideration at this meeting, but will be considered by the planning committee in the next few weeks. 
Applicant of Item 4.2 (Howbourne Stud) made the following comments in support of her application:

‘I am not a riding school, I do not have any employees and I am not a prolific stud. I do however breed the occasional horse, once per year. I predominantly rescue, rehabilitate, retrain and rehome horses and ponies that have fallen into the wrong hands, that have been ill-treated, that can no longer be kept, and that could be heading for the meat market. 

Dangerous, beaten broken no good not wanted; these are the horses I take on. Using natural horsemanship methods I regain their trust and retrain their behaviours. A horse is a product of its environment. 

I also have a full time job.

I have tried to be as sympathetic as possible to the natural beauty of Howbourne Lane and the neighbours. The original proposal, which obtained only advisories, was withdrawn for these reasons: 1) To avoid a long track heading through the field with the stables being further back 2) To minimise soil movement by changing the sand school from being vertical up the field, to horizontal along the field, therefore dramatically reducing the height levels in soil levels from 15 foot to only 4 foot. 3) And by building the stable over the existing buildings, which already have a concrete base, all be it hidden by old animal waste from the previous occupants. 

I deliberately designed the stables to face inwards so the small interior lights, operated by a switch, and any noise from the horse is directed towards the field, away from the neighbours.

There is no proposal for flood lighting. I only ride and train in daylight hours. 

I take on approximately 2 new horses per month – which means two trips with a car and trailer. Any horse feed or bedding is purchased from local merchants and delivered in my 4 x 4. Any horse hay is delivered by the local farmer in his open back truck. This consists of 1 trip with two large bale, every 3-4 weeks during the winter.

I have been actively training horses from field in Howbourne Lane for 1 year, without any registered complaints.

During the year I have had 1 muck removal with a tractor that upon exist caught the side of the verge and left a slight imprint, this was dealt with immediately. With new gates that open fully there will be ample room for muck removals to exit safely.

Farrier visits are on average every 6-8 weeks using a 4 x 4 vehicle – which last approximately 15 minutes per horse, there are no requirements for lots of big lorries as some have expressed concerns about.

With reference to drainage, most livestock fields have a muddy entrance in winter, as the animal congregate for feeding. Field sectioning will allow for rotation of field use, as well as stable use, so the fields can be rested through periods in the winter.

The purpose of my applications is only to aid my horse training. The field will have a long term continued purpose of grazing rehabilitating horses, because after all we don’t need another scrub waste land as an eyesore down Howbourne Lane.’


	1.
	Apologies: Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr’s Sheard, McQuarrie, Hall and Mulvagh and ESCC Cllr Galley.


	2.
	Minutes: The minutes of the meeting of 14th June 2016 were approved and signed as a correct record by the Chairman.



	3.
	Declaration of Members Interests in respect of items on this agenda
Cllr Rose declared a personal interest in respect of 4.2 on the agenda as he knows the applicant.


	4.
            
	Planning Applications
4.1

4.2

4.3

Application No: WD/2016/1575/F
Location: Bartons, Chillies Lane, Crowborough, TN6 3TB.

Description: Single storey rear extension.

Applicant: Mrs Hamilton Brown, Bartons, Chillies Lane, Crowborough, TN6 3TB.

Agent: Weald Designs, Ranelagh, St Johns Road, Crowborough, TN6 1RT.    

Sent: 1st July 2016

Buxted Parish Council response to Wealden District Council: no objection, recommend approval.

Application No: WD/2016/1124/F
Location: Howbourne Stud, Howbourne Lane, Buxted.

Description: Sand school. Building forming 5 stables, tack room and foaling box. Track leading from road to stables/sand school.

Applicant: Anna Turner, The Buxted Inn, Station Road, Buxted.
Agent: Peter Cook, Passfield, Framfield Road, Buxted, TN22 4PG.

The parish council discussed this application at length, and were mindful of the objections made by neighbours. The parish council were pleased to hear the confirmation from the applicant that there would be no external lighting, that the stud would be for personal use of the applicant only, that the design meant that stables faced towards the field – and not out towards the neighbouring properties - and that the vehicles used to access the stud would primarily be the applicants 4 x 4 vehicle – rather than regular lorries as mentioned during the letters of objection from neighbours. The applicant also confirmed that a hedge separated the field from the footpath. The parish council have no objections to this application, however, would request a condition attached to the application for this site to be for the personal use of the applicant only – and to be non-commercial use only, and to be subject to any comments from the Countryside Officer, to ensure that the footpath remains safe for the use of walkers.

Application No: WD/2016/1502/F
Location: Stonehouse Cottage, Howbourne Lane, Buxted, TN22 4QD.

Description: Two storey rear extension.

Applicant: Mr and Mrs Cook, Stonehouse Cottage, Howbourne Lane, Buxted, TN22 4QD.

Agent: Peter Cook, Passfield, Framfield Road, Buxted, TN22 4PG.

Buxted Parish Council response to Wealden District Council: No objections, recommend approval.



	   5
  5.1
6
7.     
	To discuss any planning applications received from Wealden District Council after the publication of the agenda that are available on the District Planning website.
Application No: WD/2016/1369/F
Location: Lowfell, Five Ash Down, TN22 3AP.

Description: Erection of first floor extensions above existing ground floor kitchen at rear of property.
Applicant: Mr Yan Dixon, Lowfell, Five Ash Down, TN22 3AP.
Buxted Parish Council response to Wealden District Council: No objection, recommend approval.
Parish Council Responses to Non-Controversial Planning Applications  

Application

Location

Description/Response

WD/2016/1400/LDE
Upper Lowlands Barn, Etchingwood Lane, Buxted
Lawful development application to convert part of agricultural

 land into garden land.
WD/2016/1412/F

Roundwood, Coopers Green Road, Uckfield, TN22 1HB.

Construction of single storey conservatory addition.  Buxted Parish Council response to WDC: no objection, recommend approval.

WDC Planning Application Decision Notices received 

Application

Location

Description

Decision

WD/2016/1058/FR

6 Iron Plat Lane, Buxted, TN22 4AW.

New porch. Buxted Parish Council response to Wealden District Council: No objection, recommend approval.
APPROVED

WD/2016/0971/F

Medleys Farm, Chillies Lane, High Hurstwood, TN22 4AA.

Proposed extension and alterations. Buxted Parish Council response to Wealden District Council: No objection, recommend approval.
APPROVED

WD/2016/1109/F
The Ridge, Pound Green, Buxted, Tn22 4JN.

Proposed single storey rear extension. Buxted Parish Council response to Wealden District Council: No objection, recommend approval.
APPROVED
Any other matters properly notified: None.

	8.
	Announcements – a) Chairman of the Committee; b) Clerk to the Council: None.


	
	The meeting closed at 1925 hours



Signature
Name
Date

